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Namibiaôs prime natural asset

Let me tell you whyé

No BIG 5, but the most exquisite SMALL 5 

éósmallô only because they are subtle

1. Almost all geological periods of Namibia represented
2. Impressive fossil record 
3. All possible desert habitats
4. Highest plant diversity in Namibia
5. Highest level of plant endemism

é and never mind 
the fascinating 
cultural heritage



But before we go into more detail ïletôs take a step back and put 
this into context

Global perspective

from Myers et al. 2000 ïNature 403: 853-858.



Succulent 
Karoo 
Biome

×Succulents 
= water -storing plants 



Where are we?



1. The foundation

éback to the óSMALLô five



Elizabethfeld

Miocene fauna (23 Ma)



Roter Kamm

Pliocene (3.7 Ma)



Klinghardt phonolites

Eocene (35 Ma)



Granitberg
Cretaceous (133Ma)



Gariep belt (900 -500 Ma)



× Most important 
Cenozoic fossil site in 
Africa (17 ma)

× >10 000 fossils 
(mammals, reptiles, 
birds + fish)

Arrisdrift fossil site



2. Desert habitats


